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SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE, IN-MIGRATION, AND POLITICAL BELONGING:
CULTURAL TRANSFORMATIONS IN NEW EUROPE
Principal Investigators: Leo Coleman, Assistant Professor of Comparative
Studies
In 1997, the people of Scotland voted three to one in favor of devolution, or the
creation of a Scottish Parliament with powers separate from parliament in the
United Kingdom including the power to levy taxes. This led to passage of the
Scotland Act of 1998, elections, and the first meeting of the Scottish Parliament
in 1999.
Since then, Scotland has been constituting a new political architecture, and with
it a new definition of “Scottishness,” presenting a case study for how state
institutions are reshaped, and cultural identity is altered within a context of
European and global integration.
In this project, Leo Coleman is conducting anthropological research on these
developments, examining local movements for autonomy and the history of
institutions through which a Scottish identity has been formed. Key points of
examination include Scotland’s ongoing drive for independence, its
transformation into a net in-migration country, the reach of political and party
institutions, and how local institutions interact with international political forces.
The Scottish National Party, which backs a referendum on independence to be held in 2014, argues Scotland is different from the
rest of the United Kingdom in several ways. Scotland passed a landmark housing bill in 2010 that increased the proportion of
public housing. It promotes in-migration through incentive programs such as student visas. And it passed innovative electoral
reforms such as allowing citizens of the European Union to vote in Scottish elections.
Coleman will examine how these political practices shape Scottish identity in three ways:
a focus on the cultural work needed to constitute an independent Scotland
an anthropological treatment of national identity as a process of cultivating bonds across a multifaceted population
an empirical focus on in-migration as a key part of new state institutions and national culture
A grant from the Mershon Center allowed Coleman to travel to Scotland for five weeks in 2012 to conduct archival work on the
roots of the independence movement and begin ethnographic research on current debates over immigration, housing, energy,
and economic autonomy. He continued this work with a research trip in 2013, and he plans to conduct a focused ethnography
with institutions for local political organization in Edinburgh during the independence referendum in September 2014.
Findings have been incorporated into a journal article in American Ethnologist in May 2014, and a book chapter in preparation;
Coleman has also prepared three applications for external funding to support extended ethnographic research during the 2014
referendum and further work on a monograph on Scottish Independence.
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